[image: image1.jpg]


2007 Oxford Business & Economics Conference

ISBN : 978-0-9742114-7-3


Abstract – Employment Regulation in Global Industries: The Maritime Case

Clifford B. Donn

Department of Anthropology, Criminology and Sociology

Le Moyne College


This paper seeks to examine the regulation of employment and labor relations in the international maritime industry.  Maritime provides among the most global of work places with the work place moving among different legal jurisdictions and with vessel owners, managers, and workers often all from different nations (and the vessel itself flagged in yet another nation).


In the fleets of economically developed nations, maritime workers are usually unionized and covered by collective bargaining agreements as well as protected by various employment laws which are similar to, or the same as, those protecting workers on shore.  However, these fleets are carrying less and less of the world’s cargo and fewer and fewer of the world’s seafarers work on these vessels.


In the fleets of many of the economically less developed nations and “flag-of-convenience” countries, effective protection by unions and collective bargaining is rare and protection by employment laws limited at best.  Various international agencies including the International Labour Organization and the International Maritime Organization as well as various “port-state control” regimes have attempted to fill the gaps with limited success.  The International Transport Workers Federation has tried to develop an international collective bargaining regime to protect workers on these fleets but again the success has been limited.  Port chaplins also attempt to protect seafarers from serious abuse but they have had limited success.

Discussion of some of the incidents at sea documented over the past decade indicate that the current regulatory regime outside of the fleets of the economically developed nations is spotty at best and certainly inadequate in terms of protecting not only the human rights of seafarers but even in terms of protecting them from inadequate food and living facilities and from ships so substandard that their lives are frequently at risk.  The paper concludes with suggestions for change in the regulatory regime.

1
June 24-26, 2007
Oxford University, UK


