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Abstract

 The Quakers, a religious reformist group, modeled their use of solitary confident as a means of correction.  Mass incarceration as research supports was and continues to be a means to protect society at large.   With the volcanic growth of incarceration, people of color are being institutionalized at staggering rates.  However, the psychological imprisonment thrust upon people of color have established the cords of oppression and exploitation which has caused socio - economic disparities among certain minorities and their inability to successfully participate in the free market system, (capitalism).  The economic inequality and social policy surrounding the level of incarceration of certain ethnic groups has bolstered recidivism.  This essay will highlight the significant impact that policy makers, private corporations, legislators and communities have on increasing the rate of recidivism among people of color.  
Introduction

Impact of Private Corporations: Promoting Recidivism Among People of Color

Today, the collective act of stakeholders, defined as private corporations, legislators and communities are significantly impacting the rate of recidivism among people of color at staggering levels:

· In the 1970’s the “development of [Rockefeller Drug] legislation required mandatory long-term sentencing as a “war on crime,” most importantly the war on drugs…as a cornerstone of corrections public policy.” 

· In the 1980’s along with the, “Nationwide declaration of a ever-increasing social policy commitment to prison incarceration as a control solution geared towards containing and regulating the frustrations of the nation’s most exploited resident’s.” 
These laws merely increased the rate of recidivism among people of color, and broadened   the ability of stakeholder’s to exploit, certain targeted groups, specifically African Americans, Latinos, and Native American Indians.  These targeted groups are encapsulated in the web of the “prison industrial complex.”   According to, civil rights activists, Angela Davis and Mike Davis who believe that the “prison industrial complex” … “increased levels of crime and are the root cause of mounting prison populations.”   

These scholars contend the, “prison industrial complex,” construction and the attendant drives to fill these new structures with human bodies have been driven by ideologies of racism and the pursuit of profit.”   Clearly, the exploitation of uneducated lower disenfranchised individuals who lack adequate housing and suffer from an array of debilitating health conditions; are the root of economic deregulation of labor laws promoting involuntary servitude in the United States.   

The continued incarceration of non violent drug offenders, is fueling business profits; “filing prisons and jails with inmates is businesses fifty percent per year correctional spending benefits companies that supplies goods and services to jails.” Corporations such as Victoria Secrets, TWA, Microsoft, and Honda have profited from manual prison labor, these industries, “have used prison labor to make lingerie at 23 cents an hour.”  As well as, other private corporations including Eddie Baur, Lee Jeans, Mecca, IBM, Motorola, Compaq, Boeing and Texas Instruments.
Andrew Bosworth, on November 8, 2008, substantiated that the increase of recidivism is based on communities economic development;  Incarceration Nation: The Rise of the Prison- Industrial Complex, that “Incarceration makes sense, politically, [given that] prisons provide jobs to rural and small town Americans who would otherwise be unemployed.”     Equally significant is that these small town votes count in the “South, where electoral majorities are White and electoral minorities are Black The drug war is a race war by other means.”    

Unethical Acts – Of Policy Makers: Contrary to Democratic Judeo Christian Beliefs

One of the pivotal issues today turns on whether these unethical labor violations may be tolerated and implemented by these large corporate machines with the assistance of the United States Department of Labor.   Others have similarly asserted that the Department of Labor laws, are not equally applied and fail to marshal, “wage theft”, promoted against prison inmates, as noted in online magazine.

In Dissent UpFront, statistics shows that, nearly “30 billion dollars,” is stolen each year from million of workers’ paychecks by employers who” illegally withhold their wages, yet prisoners are not included in these statistics.  Id.   Visibly the United States policies and stakeholders’ agenda regarding prison labor, or “wage theft,” strikes at the heart of the fundamental Judeo Christian principles that America was built upon.”   As noted in the New King James version of the Bible, “A laborer is worthy of his wages,” the failure of the U.S. Department of Labor and policy makers failure to provide prisoners minimum wages, is further contrary to our Constitutional principles of fairness.  The well intended Quaker reformists, who fashioned the first penitentiary in the United States and the system of solitary confinement sought to modify prisoner’s behavior through “penitence” which would bring them closer to God.  
Quite shockingly, the justification for prison labor has been sanctioned by legislators, who allow private Corporations such as Victoria Secrets, Honda, Microsoft, and TWA, to bolster and fuel the economic needs of communities.   These stakeholders defined as prison officials, private corporations, and legislators have abandoned the cornerstone of the Judeo Christian, principles, of equality in the name of capitalism.   In a small town in Texas, a Sunday school class, “got on their knees to pray that a new prison would open in their neighborhood.”  
The effect of prisoner discriminatory wage practices creates an avenue for heightened recidivism among people of color.  Noted scholar and French philosopher, Alex de Tocqueville, sharply criticizes “In Democracy in American” that there exists “two options for [people of color] either prison or jail.  Tocqueville construed that the lack of economic equality among blacks created a “dominant spirit of American legislation and these mores seem contrary to the total sum of the social state.” Id.   Overall, the lack of wage inequality sets people of color in a state of depravity since these individuals lack resources to pay for bail.   

Although, Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery which holds that:

“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude except as punishment for crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted shall exist within the United States …or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”  (Thirteenth Amendment, United States Constitution)

According to, John Kingdon’s, “Multiple Stream Theory,” interested stakeholders such as the judiciary, and legislators determine how items get on the governments’ agenda.”   In the present discriminatory labor practice, the abolishment of slavery has not prevented these practices, and the agenda set by former Chief Justice Warren Burger, of the United States Supreme Court, advocated successfully “Factories with Fences,” as a means to use prison labor to fuel private industry.  Chief Justice Burger, believed, prisoners already sentenced could be forced under the guise of some “moral obligation to do whatever can reasonably be done to change that person before he or she goes back into the mainstream of society.   Burger sought to reduce the idleness of prisoners through advancing public policy, which would promote prisoner production for private industry.

Constitutional Rights Diminish at the Prison Gate: No Plea Bargaining Power 

For People of Color

Whether Corporations can continue to reap the economic benefits of an underrepresented disenfranchised population, turns on inmates losing their constitutional rights at the prison gates.   The Constitution holds, that:

“Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. “No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
Section. 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.”

Thus, the continued exploitation of inmates rights have been justified based on the accepted legislative policy where, inmates “provide cheap labor, and are now being used as guinea pigs for pharmaceutical trials.” Despite the Fourteenth Amendment’s, inherent right for every individual to pursue economic liberty, these rights do not vanish at the prison gate.  The continued exploitation of inmates rights has been justified based on the legislative policy, should be revisited.  It is unconscionable that legislative policies and communities’ economic interests should pierce the veil of justice, and equality, through the fruits of inmates’ labor.  

To couch this reality, Andrew Bosworth, voiced his concern on plea bargaining asserting in, Incarceration Nation: The Rise of the Prison- Industrial Complex that it “runs against the grain of the Fifth Amendment’s right to a fair trial.  It specifically contradicts the U.S. Constitution, Article III, Section 2.” "The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury."   Clearly, inmates civil liberties may be surrendered, yet the fundamental rights under the “Constitution is degraded when plea bargaining becomes standard operating procedure, when it becomes a conveyor belt for mass incarceration, feeding inmates to hungry corporate prisons.” (Bosworth, p. 3, 2008). 

The effect of prisoner discriminatory wage practices creates an avenue for heightened recidivism among people of color.  Noted scholar and French philosopher, Alex de Tocqueville, sharply criticizes “In Democracy in American” that there exists “two options for people of color either prison or jail.  Tocqueville construed that the lack of economic equality among blacks created a “dominant spirit of American legislation and these mores seem contrary to the total sum of the social state.”  The lack of equality sets people of color in a state of depravity since economic disparities prevent them from getting bailed out of jail.   

John’s Kingdon, “Multiple Stream Theory”: As it relates to Recidivism Among People of Color

The “Multiple Stream Theory” developed by John Kingdon, seeks to illuminate, “why 

items reach the government’s decision making agenda and are given serious attention.” Accordingly, in the area of policy making four criteria are used to determine policy:

· Problem definition

· Agenda Setting

· Alternative Generation

· Policy Adoption

· Implementation

This linear process first requires problems to be identified, Agenda, and policy change then occurs when the three streams are joined in an opportunity called the “policy window.”   In the present case, regarding the rise of recidivism being impacted by policymakers, the policy windows are influenced by these political events.  The current agenda is set by the economic values placed on prison labor, and the problem is identified by policy makers.  This may be evidenced, by historic events, as set forth by Chief Justice Warren Burger, whose moral argument supports, “prison factories” that prisoners should not lie aimlessly in prison, which should be forced to work, beyond minimum wage.  Id.

Political Stream Punishment: Punishment Good Politics

In the present case, in order to effectively address the problem causing prison recidivism, John Kingdon’s theory was implemented to assist in determining whether or not there has been a departure from traditional Judeo Christian religious beliefs, regarding prison labor. One focal point in establishing whether punishment is good politics turns on the presence of “political actors who is one who promotes communication and ultimately aids in effective implementation of the program in question.” Id at 64  In this particular case, political actors can be one who promotes policy change as in the case of Chief Justice Warren Burger, in the 1980’s who was instrumental in using the “prison factory” where prisoners manufactured products for private corporations. Id.

Problem Stream: The Purpose of Punishment

Recidivism as it relates to the “problem stream and the purpose of punishment” under Kingdon’s theory, is first addressed by defining the problem.  Under these theory difficulties that persist exists with continued prison recidivism, which lies at the heart of why there is not prison reform.  Id.  A clear reason for this failure to reform most prisoner’s is based on failure “to deal with the systemic social and economic causes and inequities which contribute to large scale imprisonment.”
Reducing Recidivism:  Judeo Christian Ethics and U.S. Labor Laws

“A laborer is worthy of His wages”, as espoused in the New King James version of the bible gives direction for resolving the continuous promotion of discriminatory prison labor practices, perpetuated under the guise of rehabilitation.   (NKJV, I Timothy 5:18)   Stakeholders and policy makers may set the agenda through lobbying legislator’s to require inmates be paid minimum wage pursuant to the U.S. Department of Labor laws.  Thus, providing minimum wages to inmates would be in adherence to Judeo Christian ethics and principles which America was founded upon.  Tax revenues may likewise be used to support our tax structure, as well as involving banks to educate inmates regarding investing wages wisely.    

Other, significant public policy reforms may be considered, such as decriminalizing drugs, given over eighty percent of inmates are drug offenders, and by allowing “tax revenue to be generated by legal drug use.”   Drug addiction may be gently addressed like other social addictions, including mental illness, cancer, Aids, “alcoholism, obscenity, and other social disease.”  Id.    The implementation of harsh sentencing for drug offenses to fuel communities and empower private corporations economically does not advance Judeo Christian principles designed by our framers; to ensure that, all man are created equal and have a right to economic and individual freedom.

 The high rate of recidivism in America is promoted by the very system that seeks to deter it, since degradation, and criminalization of prison drug offenders is an acceptable method of deterring criminality in the Christian community.  “The continued treatment of large-scale degradation presents a real problem for Christians, today.”   In order to reduce recidivism among people of color, it is incumbent upon Christians to reform public policy rather than support policy that criminalizes and degrades non violent drug offenders.   
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